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it can happen to you 
7 

Sexual harassment: 
maybe not such a bad idea? 

by Thomas Kamnikar 

My sister recently started a new 
job, and on her first day she received 
a lot of slack from her male co-work­
ers about signing a sexual harass­
ment waiver. 

My sister soon forgot about this 
incident, but it got me to thinking. 
What if we lived in a world with such 
a thing? Certainly it would make life 
for us males a lot easier, not to men­
tion electing a president. But what 
about everyone else? Would this re­
ally work for them? Of course it would. 
Maybe there would be a few secretar­
ies and assistants who would mind. 
But hey, what's a little pat on the 
rump anyway? I mean, there are some 
women out there who would kill for a 
pat on the rump, especially from some­
one rich enough to afford a secretary 
or an assistant. (Let me stress that 
my tongue is seriously in my cheek 
right now, and the female members of 
the editorial board have a noose wait­
ing for me outside.) 

Where was I? Oh yes, women. But 
you have to look on the bright side. 

This would be beneficial for you too. I 
mean, think about goosing that cute 
delivery boy or the mailman? 

Certainly this would be a require­
ment for some jobs; you'd probably 
have to agree to sign it before they 
hired you. In politics it would be a 
must, like for congressmen. Any in­
structor for tennis or swimming with 
a name like "Bifl" or "Buffy" would 
have to sign one, too. 

This would probably be advanta­
geous to teachers, too. Now if a stu­
dent wanted an "A," they'd really have 
to work for it.(My colleagues are tight­
ening the rope.) 

Students would have to sign one, 
too. Can you imagine what walking 
down the halls would be like? Actu­
ally, now that I think about it, prob­
ably the same as it is now. 

As you probably have noticed, I 
have been making fun of the idea. So 
please, oh please don't start up a 
Femme-Nazi posse to come burn my 
house down. (Don't worry, the edito­
rial board has taken care of that part. 
Gg g g k k k k l l l l s s s s  ... *) 

*(translation-ouch!) 

"Sometimes teachers make jokes about a 

smarter gender. It doesn't bother me as long as 

it's geared toward gentlemen." 

junior Wendy Birhanzel 

"A teacher once stated that her girls always 

came through for her and made us guys look 

dumb. She make it look like males are not as 

capable as girls in that class." 

junior Nate Kuchta 
r-----------,--,,..,..,,,.,.-.,,,...,,.,,.,::.,. 

"Teachers seem to favor girls in a nicer way 

than guys." 

sophomore Jason Robinson 

"Yes, some of my teachers prefer to call on 

one sex over the other." 

senior Jonathan Urbach 
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Three Riggs seniors selected as pages 
by Cammy Clark 

How can a high school senior get out of school for two weeks, spend time with powerful people that shape the laws of the state, and get paid for it? Three Riggs seniors are doing just these things as pages for the South Dakota legislative ses­sion. Ashly Suedkamp, Aske Whitebird, and Andrea Viken all qualified to become pages. They developed interest in becoming pages for a variety of reasons. "I've always been interested in political science. I am involved in Teenage Republicans and was in­volved in Girl's State. Also, my mom was a page so it's kind of a family tradition," said Suedkamp, who will be a page for the House of Repre­sentatives the third session. "I've sat 

in on the legislature with my aunt for 
a few years and have always been interested in politics. Last year when I went to Girl's State, my interest grew more," said Viken, who is a page in the Senate during the second ses­sion that is going on now. "My dad is involved in politics, so I have always been interested in it; and I've always wanted to be a page," said Whitebird, who was a page in the House of Representatives during the first session. The duties of a page are grueling, but according to the pages, it is all worthwhile. "We sit in on committee meetings, answer phones, run errands, make copies, take messages, and pass out bills and calendars. It's a lot of work but a great experience," said Viken. "It was great getting to meet people from all ov'er the state," said 

Whitebird. In order to become a page, a high school senior needs to have an NB average, have the approval of their high school principal to miss classes for the two weeks, and be sponsored by a legislator in the House of Repre­sentatives or the Senate. There are four two-week sessions that the stu­dent can sign up for. Once a student has been accepted as a page, they need to make up the school work that 
they will miss for the two weeks they work session. "Teachers in the Pierre school sys­tem are great as far as making up work is concerned," said Suedkamp. "They really support the pages and 
are helpful with the work we have missed and need to make up." "It's difficult to miss school for two weeks, but as long as I keep up with the work, it won't be that bad. All the 

Drinking and driving teaches 

student tough, lifelong lesson 
by Mandy Johnson 

One poorly planned, hurried trip to the airport resulted in a tragedy. The memory of that scary night may fade, but the scar that Brook Schutt has will remain for life. It was 4:00 A.M. on July 11, 1990, and the rain wouldn't let up. Brook Schutt and Jim Van well were getting ready to take his friend, Dennis, to the airport. After Jim had a couple of beers, they got in the car and headed for the airport. "Jim was in a hurry because his friend's flight was sched­uled to leave at 5:00, so he was driving very fast," said Brook. Going around a slippery, wet corner, about200 yards from the airport, the car slid off the road into the ditch. "I was very scared. We stopped about 10 feet in front of a culvert. Jim was very upset he had driven so fast," Brook said. Dennis got out to push, and Brook decided to get out and help him. Brook was standing by the back right wheel, and Jim tried to go forward, but the car was definitely in a stuck position. "Dennis and Jim were talking, and Jim said, 'OK, let's try it again.' I was just stepping down to push, and Den­nis was standing behind me. I thought they were going to go forward, but this time Jim was going to try to 

reverse it out of the ditch, so just as I stepped down my left foot slid under the wheel, and Jim hit the gas. For a brief moment I can remember looking down, watching the tire spinning on my leg, and I just started screaming. Dennis looked down and yelled at Jim to stop the car. He pulled me up, away from the car and kept telling me it would be OK," Brook explained. "By this time I was in total shock, and I yelled to get an ambulance. Jim 
argued and said, 'No, then there will be police out here, and I will get busted'. So then Jim asked Dennis to say that he was driving, but he re­fused. I told one of them to get help, or I was gonna bleed to death. Dennis ran to a pay phone to call Bill Welch (Jim's cousin), and in the meantime Jim got a blanket out of the car to put 
around me. Dennis came back and said Bill and his dad would be here any minute," Brook said. "I kept looking at my leg, trying to remain calm, but when I saw my fe­mur bone and the torn muscle, I pan­icked. The bleeding wouldn't quit, so I took off my shirt and tied it around my upper thigh," said Brook. "Bill and his dad arrived and took me straight to the emergency room. They sat me in a wheelchair and called my parents. When my parents ar-

rived, they talked to the doctors and found out nothing was broken. I heard that they were going to take me to McKennan Hospital in Sioux Falls and that there was a possibility my leg would have to be amputated," Brook said. "We arrived at the hospital, and the doctors discussed what would be done. I went into my first surgery which was to repair my main artery in my leg. I was put into intensive care and over the course of the time that I was in the hospital, which was one month, I had two other major surger­ies. The second was to repair the nerves that were damaged, and the third was to do the skin grafting (a type of plastic surgery)," said Brook. Brook was not able to walk with­out a leg brace for six months after the accident, but with the help of physical therapy and determination, she is back on her feet. The following year she played on the JV basketball team and amazed many people. Experiences like this are life chang­ing. Brook is not the same person she was before she took that fateful ride to the airport. "In the past two years I've recovered real well, and I've learned to live with my scar. But most of all I've learned that drinking and driving isn't just a game," Brook said. 

pages go out, but they also go home after work to do their homework," said Viken. Pages receive twenty-five dollars a day as compensation for housing and food. Although they live at home, pages in Pierre are also given the money. As a page the students learn many things they won't get in government class. "I'm learning a lot; I get to see how the bills move through the system, and I sit in on committee meetings to hear the proposals and to hear people give testimony for and against the issues," said Viken. "You get hands-on experience with the political process and a better un­derstanding of the laws that are made. I think it will help me to become a better citizen," said Suedkamp. 
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